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WINDSOR LOCKS

'WLPA seeks town support With :
continued Amtra,k negotlatlons

By Rocaerie MoORe

' Staff Writer |

Association, in conjunction with

T he Windsor Locks Preservation
the “Let’s Save the Windsor .

Locks Train Station” committee, wants

residents and town officials to help.

them gain momentum with Amirak
negotiations by picking up the phone
and contacting Sen. Christopher Dodd,
at (860) 334-5341, Congressman John
Larson, at (860) 278-02598, and Sen. Joe
Lieberman at (860) 549-2463.

According to committee chalrman
Barbara Schley, a call would help put
their main objective back on the right
track before it’s too late.

“Anyone, including the town leader-

‘ ship is encouraged to confact the WLPA

for information,” said Schley. “If people
in town are getfing impatient with the
negotiations, like we are, they should

contact [U.S. Sen.] Chrlstopher Dodd’

ofﬁce ” ghe said. -

© Currently the committee and the, .
state office are iny _the process of negotl- i
ating with the Pennsylvania-based train’ ~ T
company Amirak.to buy the ‘Windsor

Locks train station found along Route
159,

“To date, with t‘ne help of Sen. Dodd’
office, we have been able to obtain five
approvals out of 11 needed,” said Sch-
ley.

But, accordmg to Amtrak spokesper- -

son, Cliff Cole, there'is still a long way
to go before negotiations are finalized.

“The process is still in a very prelimi-
nary phase, with environmental impact
studies being conducted at this time by
the State, Amirak is attending these in-
formational meetings, but only as an in-
terested observer at this time,” said
Cole.

The committee only started negotia-
tions with Amtrak for the train station
over a year ago, which is not considered
a long time, by Amtrak standards.

In the meantime, the committee is
pulling together all their resources so

that when the time comes they will have -

the funding necessary to get the job
done.

Schley said the station and about an
acre of land was appraised at $45,000,

‘but the group’s real concern will be

renovating the station, estimating ex-
penses at about $550,000.

In 2006-2007, the town received a
$225,000 Small. Town Economic Assis-

' grant and “we ‘have $38 000 on

cormmittee’s efforts contact Barba

on to the preservation. - ‘
Addmonally, the comm1ttee rec_

in area banks of our own money that Wi
fund-raised.” Schley said.
First Selectman Steve'—WaW‘ruck' m

Styger the group will be gomg (
many more. Styger said Amtrak is:not
the easiest system to do busines!
“because they are a federally funde
entity,” sa1d Styger. “But it’s a doable

project.” :

If you want to help support the
PA’s Let's Save the Windsor Locks
Train Station, join them at the 4th
nual Flea Market and Bake Sale on ay
3from 8 am.to 2 pm. attheTo
parkinglot. -

To volunteer, donate 1tems ‘or rent a
space for this year’s market call Martha
Jarvis at (860} 623-4234. For more mfor
mation about how you.can help.

Schley at (860) 798-5376 or go to the Web
site www.windsorlockspreservation
cont.




